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A Recipe for Success
Israel’s vibrant and growing food industry has become synonymous with gourmet 
cuisine, quality and rich ethnicity. In addition to the country’s reputation for its 
signature produce, Israel is recognized as an innovator of nutritious and delicious 
processed foods and fine gourmet wines.

Geography and demographics combine to make Israel a culinary crossroads, 
where European, Middle Eastern and North African cuisines blend together, 
resulting in a wide array of original Mediterranean-style foods, most of which 
are certified kosher. Health awareness, at the top of Israel’s consumer agenda, 
has driven the development of the country’s meatless, sugar free, organic and 
other specialty foods.

The Israeli food sector is characterized by strong competition, the use of advanced 
working methods, strengthening marketing networks, and effective multinational 
partnerships. Above all, Israel’s food industry is known for its desire and ability 
to provide Israeli and international consumers with a broad and diverse range 
of quality products.

Placing a heavy emphasis on research and development, many Israeli food 
companies have developed innovative products that are exported worldwide. 
The flexibility and willingness of Israeli companies to meet buyers’ specifications 
make Israel an excellent source for private label goods. 

The industry by numbers
In 2012, Israel’s food exports totaled $2 billion, a growth of 2.5 percent over 2011. 
Processed food exports totaled $952 million, largely the same as 2011.

Exports of fresh fruit and vegetables reached more than $1 billion, a growth of 5.2 
percent over 2011. Processed foods segments that most influenced the growth 
were edible oils and margarine, with a growth of 54 percent ($44.2 million). Grain 
mill products exports grew by 21 percent to $87.5 million, and prepared food 
grew by 8 percent to $6.7 million. Dairy products and ice cream product exports 
grew by 14 percent to $30 million, while processed meat, poultry and fish products 
exports dropped by 5 percent to $71.5 million; wine exports grew by 12 percent 
to $30 million and soft drinks grew by 2 percent to $5 million. 

The European Union is Israel’s largest export market, accounting for 36 percent 
of total processed food exports, followed by North America with 25 percent and 
Asia with 20 percent.
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Food exports by segments 2012
Processed Fruit & Vegetables 325

Processed Meat, Poultry and Fish 72

Grain Mill Products 87

Dairy Products and Ice Cream 30

Edible Oils and Margarine 44

Wine and Spirits 30

Soft Drinks, Beer and Tobacco  6

Baked Goods and Pastries  57

Chocolate, Cocoa and Candy 32

Matzos, Noodles and other Dough Products 26

Prepared Food  7

Other                                                                                                                  236

Total Processed Food  952

Total Fresh Fruit and Vegetables                                                 1,048

Total Food                                                                                                   2,000

EU - $1,028

Rest of Europe - $385

Rest of world - $25 Africa - $27

South & Central America - $16

North America - $274

Asia - $245 



Gourmet and specialty foods
Fresh products, premium ingredients and artisan attitudes combine to create 
a small but highly-regarded sector of gourmet and specialty food products. 
Ranging from delicate sauces to robust cheeses, these unique products are a 
blend of Mediterranean and ethnic cuisine. Proud to adorn the finest tables, they 
make exquisite gifts for the discerning gourmet.

Kosher products
The global growth in kosher food consumption by Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
vegetarian and health consumers has increased demand and preference for 
Israel’s kosher food products. Its consumers wish to better manage their health 
and nutrition and tend to believe that “kosher” is healthy. In the United States 
alone, more than 100,000 products bear a kosher seal, while 11 million people 
regularly consume kosher food. The kosher seal on a food package promises 
higher than average quality and a higher level of production supervision than 
is accepted in the conventional food market. After the U.S., Israel is the world’s 
largest producer of kosher food.

Organic food
Organic food, principally organic produce, accounts for some 
ten percent of Israel’s fresh food exports. It is the fastest growing 
sector, growing annually by 25 percent, and is found in some 
of the best and biggest food stores in the world. More than 30 
Israeli companies offer organic products that include spices, 
sweet condiments and prepared foods.

Health food
Health awareness, increasingly important to 
Western consumers, has driven the country’s 
rich variety of meatless and sugar-, lactose- and 
gluten-free products. Aided by Israel’s strong R&D 
tradition, many Israeli health food manufacturers 
have developed innovative products that are sold 
worldwide. 



Mediterranean and ethnic 
specialties
Geography and demographics combine to make Israel a culinary 
crossroads, where European, Middle Eastern and North African 
cuisines blend together, resulting in a diversity of original 
Mediterranean and ethnic-style foods. With a base of locally 
grown fruits and vegetables, olive oil, dairy products, fish 
and poultry, Israeli food is produced and exported to the best 
markets of Europe and the U.S., where it meets a growing 
demand for eclectic foods.  

Food ingredients
Israel, with its strong commitment to science, is home to the 
latest advancements in nutraceutical and food-ingredient 
technology. These products, including natural lycopene, lutein, 
astaxanthin, soy protein and phosphatidylserine, deliver 
increased nutrition with a wide range of health benefits and 
are used for food and beverage fortification or for dietary 
supplements.

Cheese and dairy products
Israel’s dairy industry boasts one of the world’s largest selections 
of soft, spreadable white cheeses as well as a wide array of 
distinctive dairy goods (more than 1,500 different products). 
While 75 dairies compete locally, five large dairies account 
for most exports. Today, these products are sold mainly in 
the U.S. market.
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Fresh fruits and vegetables
From the iconic Jaffa orange to winter 
melons, cut flowers and varietal colored 
sabra cactus fruit, Israeli farmers grow 
varieties famed for their taste. Many are 
available in export markets year round.

Wine
Israel’s wines are served in some of the 
finest restaurants in Europe and North 
America. The Israeli wine industry boasts 
more than 150 wineries, some 30 of 
which produce on a commercial scale. 
Their Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and other wines win awards 
and recognition in tasting competitions 
around the world.
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Choose Israel

The Israeli advantage
Israeli food manufacturers are known for their use of advanced technology, 
high quality human resources and a strong commitment to research and 
development. The result is a vibrant export enterprise offering superior products 
at competitive prices.

Custom products
 Israeli food manufacturers, with relatively low volumes, excel at meeting niche 
market needs, permitting fast response to changing consumer habits. Keen to 
meet customer demands, they  often work closely with buyers on private label 
initiatives. 

Unique products
Israel’s astounding variety of unique food products results from the blending of 
culinary cultures brought to the country by many different immigrant groups, as well 
as its traditionally Mediterranean diet and an emphasis on fresh ingredients.  

Free trade agreements
Free trade agreements ensure that Israeli products enter the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, the European Union, EFTA, Mercosur, Turkey and Jordan free of 
import duties. Most other countries have granted Israel MFN status.  

Export development
From a humble pita bread bakery to large-scale production lines for Passover, 
Israeli companies stand ready to help via their distributors around the world. 
In a continuing quest to improve their offerings, these manufacturers solicit 
feedback from distributors, specifiers and users. Many companies also seek 
additional export channels, including private label, knowledge-sharing and 
marketing partners.



About The Israel Export & International 
Cooperation Institute

The Israel Export & International Cooperation Institute, a non-profit organization 
supported by the government of Israel and the private sector, facilitates business 
ties, joint ventures and strategic alliances between overseas and Israeli companies. 
Charged with promoting Israel’s business community in foreign markets, it provides 
comprehensive, professional trade information, advice, contacts and promotional 
activities to Israeli companies, and complementary services to business people, 
commercial groups, and business delegations from abroad.

The Israel Export & International Cooperation Institute is committed to bringing 
together food and beverage buyers with the products they seek and manufacturers 
that suit their needs, ensuring that consumers throughout the world benefit from 
the innovation, quality and market adaptability of Israel’s food industry.

This publication is for informational purposes only. 
While every effort has been made to ensure that the 
presented information is correct, The Israel Export 
& International Cooperation Institute assumes no 
responsibility for damages, financial or otherwise, 
caused by the information herein.
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